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a matter entirely after Gandhiji's heart: non-political, it
concerned the grinding of the faces of poor, ignorant peasants.
By his enquiries amongst them, full of love and understanding,
and by his attitude to the officials, kind, polite, but oh, so
firm! a new spirit seemed to have come over all. The authority
of the white in an had been shaken to its very foundations.
"The people had lost all fear of punishment and yielded
obedience to the power of love which their new friend exer-
cised."1 The Commissioner, thoroughly frightened and pressed
by the planters, served Mr. Gandhi with an order to quit the
district. IMr. Gandhi, sweetly disobedient, intimated that he
could not comply with the order, "not for want of respect for
lawful authority, but in obedience to the higher law of our
being, the voice of conscience." He was charged and appeared
before the local Magistrate, who, nonplussed, wished to post-
pone the case. Mr. Gandhi demurred, as he wished to plead
guilty! In the meantime the Lieut.-Governor of the Province
had wired to stop the case: and the Collector informed Mr,
Gandhi that he was quite at liberty to continue his enquiry.
Thus "the country had its first direct object lesson in Civil
Disobedience, as the affair was freely discussed both locally
and in the Press." In the event the Bihar Legislative Council
(in March 1918) passed an Agrarian Bill in satisfaction of the
grievances, which Mr, Gandhi had exposed at Champoran.
Thus his victory was complete.*

1 The first impression Mr. Gandhi made on E. S. Montagu (November
1917) is interesting in this connection.".,, saw the renowned Gandhi,
He is a social reformer; he has a real desire to find grievances and to
cure them, not for any reasons of self-advertisement, but to improve
the conditions of his fellow-men. He is the real hero of the settlement
of the Indian question in South Africa, where he suffered imprison-
ment. He has just been helping the Government to find a solution
for the grievances of the indigo labour in Bihar. He dresses Ijfce a
coolie, forswears all personal advancement, lives practically on the
air, and is a pure visionary." (Indian Diary, p. 58.)
5 My Experiments with. Truth, II, p. 373.